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President, of up to 20 years of impris-
onment.

Example: The State Department, in
its recent report on human rights
dated February 26, 1999, notes that the
Government of Cuba continues to sys-
tematically violate the fundamental
civil and political rights of its citizens.
Human rights advocates and members
of independent professional associa-
tions, including journalists, econo-
mists, doctors and lawyers, are rou-
tinely harassed, threatened, arrested,
detained, imprisoned and defamed by
the Government. All fundamental free-
doms are denied to the citizens. In ad-
dition, the Cuban Government severely
restricts worker rights, including the
right to form independent trade
unions, and employs forced labor, in-
cluding child labor.

Example, and the most recent and
continuing example of the horrible re-
pression in Cuba, is the trial of four
prominent dissidents—Vladimiro Roca,
Marta Beatriz Roque, Felix Bonne, and
Rene Gomez Manzano. These promi-
nent dissidents are now at trial on
charges of sedition. After being de-
tained for over 18 months for the peace-
ful voicing of their opinions, the trial
of these four brave individuals has
drawn international condemnation.

To demonstrate the hideous nature of
the Castro regime, Marta Beatriz
Roque has been ill, believed to be suf-
fering from cancer, but has been denied
medical attention during her deten-
tion.

During the trial, authorities have
rounded up scores of other individuals,
including journalists and dissidents,
and jailed them for the duration of the
trial. The trial was conducted in com-
plete secrecy, with photographers pre-
vented from even photographing the
streets around the courthouse in which
the trial was held.

Mr. President, this is not the type of
conduct that we have come to expect in
our hemisphere, where Cuba remains
the only nondemocratic government.
This level of repression and complete
disregard for international norms can-
not be ignored. The human rights situ-
ation in Cuba calls out for action by
the United Nations Human Rights
Commission.

I am going to ask, Mr. President, to
have printed in the RECORD two edi-
torials on this subject. But let me read
one from the Washington Post of this
week, March 2, 1999. This editorial
says, in part:

Many of the counties engaged in these con-
tacts with Cuba do so on the basis that by
their policy of ‘‘constructive engagement’’
they are opening up the regime more effec-
tively to democratic and free-market cur-
rents than is the United States by its harder-
line policy.

The trial of the four provides a good test of
this proposition. The four are in the van-
guard of Cuba’s small nonviolent political
opposition. Acquittal would indicate that in
this case anyway the authorities are listen-
ing to the international appeals for greater
political freedom. But if the four are con-
victed and sentenced, it will show that the

regime won’t permit any opposition at all.
What then will the international crowd have
to say about the society-transforming power
of their investments?

Mr. President, last month we voted
unanimously to support a similar reso-
lution on human rights in Cuba. Unfor-
tunately, as I indicated, the situation
in Cuba is worse than in China. The sit-
uation in Cuba deserves the full effort
of our Government to assure that this
situation is not ignored by the inter-
national community.

Mr. President, I send to the desk a
resolution which is cosponsored by
Senators MACK, HELMS, TORRICELLI,
and DEWINE. I also ask unanimous con-
sent, to have printed in the RECORD the
editorial I referenced from the Wash-
ington Post of March 2, and an edi-
torial from the Ft. Lauderdale Sun-
Sentinel of March 2.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Washington Post, Mar. 2, 1999]

THE HAVANA FOUR

Vladimiro Roca, Martha Beatriz Roque,
Felix Bonne, Rene Gomez: Note those names.
They are dissidents in Communist-ruled
Cuba who went on trial in Havana yesterday.
These brave people were jailed a year and a
half ago for holding news conferences for for-
eign journalists and diplomats, urging voters
to boycott Cuba’s one-party elections, warn-
ing foreigners that their investments would
contribute to Cuban suffering and criticizing
President Fidel Castro’s grip on power. For
these ‘offenses’ the four face prison sen-
tences of five or six years.

Castro Cuba has typically Communist no-
tions of justice. By official doctrine, there
are no political prisoners, only common
criminals. President Castro rejects the des-
ignation of the four, in the international ap-
peals for their freedom, as ‘prisoners of con-
science.’ Their trial is closed to the foreign
press. Some of their colleagues were report-
edly arrested to keep them from demonstrat-
ing during the trial.

Fidel Castro is now making an energetic
effort to recruit foreign businessmen to help
him compensate for the trade and invest-
ment lost by the continuing American em-
bargo and by withdrawal of the old Soviet
subsidies. He is scoring some successes: Brit-
ish Airways, for instance, says it is opening
a Havana service. Many of the countries en-
gaged in these contacts with Cuba do so on
the basis that by their policy of ‘construc-
tive engagement’ they are opening up the re-
gime more effectively to democratic and
free-market currents than is the United
States by its harder-line policy.

The trial of the four provides a good test of
this proposition. The four are in the van-
guard of Cuba’s small nonviolent political
opposition. Acquittal would indicate that in
this case anyway the authorities are listen-
ing to the international appeals for greater
political freedom. But if the four are con-
victed and sentenced, it will show that the
regime won’t permit any opposition at all.
What then will the international crowd have
to say about the society-transforming power
of their investments?

[From the Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel,
Mar. 2, 1999]

WORLD IS WATCHING HAVANA TRIAL OF
CUBANS WHO CRITICIZED SYSTEM

The trial of four prominent dissidents in
Cuba, which started on Monday, promises to

be a major international headache for the
government of Fidel Castro. It should be.

Vladimiro Roca, Marta Beatriz Rogue,
Felix Bonne and Rene Gomez Manzano, spent
more than a year in prison before they were
charged with a crime. After 19 months of de-
tention, they stand accused of sedition, a
stretch even by communist Cuba’s standards.

The four human rights activitists have
done nothing seditious. They did attack the
political platform of the Fifth Cuban Com-
munist Party Congress.

They called the platform out of touch with
reality and said it offered no real solutions—
to any of Cuba’s complex problems. They
volunteered one solution—ditching Cuba’s
one-party system.

For their unsolicited advice in July 1997,
the four dissidents found themselves prompt-
ly behind bars. They had committed the ‘‘se-
ditious’’—not to mention courageous—act of
distributing their written criticism to for-
eign journalists. For their ‘‘crimes,’’ pros-
ecutors are asking for six years for Roca,
who is the son of well-known communist
leader Blas Roca, and five years for the oth-
ers.

The case is one of the most important
human rights tests for Cuba in years. On the
other hand, Cuba has become more flexible
on religious and some economic matters. On
the other hand, it has just passed repressive
laws for many so-called political crimes.

This past weekend, Cuban security forces
also rounded up more than half a dozen polit-
ical dissidents in an apparent attempt to
prevent public demonstrations during the
trial. Last year, a small group of activists
clashed with pro-government forces in Ha-
vana during the trial of several lesser-known
dissidents.

In this latest human rights case, Pope
John Paul II, King Juan Carlos of Spain and
other world leaders are pressing for the dis-
sidents’ release.

Even if there are no protest signs outside
the courthouse in Havana this week, the
world is watching the outcome of this trial.

f

SENATE RESOLUTION 58—RELAT-
ING TO THE RETIREMENT OF
BARRY J. WOLK

Mr. LOTT (for himself and Mr.
DASCHLE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 58

Whereas, Barry J. Wolk will retire from
service to the United States Senate after
twenty-four years as a member of the staff of
the Secretary of the Senate;

Whereas, his hard work and dedication re-
sulted in his appointment to the position of
Director of Printing and Document Services
on November 16, 1996;

Whereas, as Director of Printing and Docu-
ment Services, he has executed the impor-
tant duties and responsibilities of his office
with efficiency and constancy;

Whereas, Barry Wolk has demonstrated
loyal devotion to the United States Senate
as an institution. Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate expresses its ap-
preciation to Barry J. Wolk for his years of
faithful service to his country and to the
United States Senate.

SEC. 2. That the Secretary of the Senate
shall transmit a copy of this resolution to
Barry J. Wolk.
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